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Slav democratic movement.   True, the participation of the Czech workers in the revolutionary movement was confined to a few districts dominated by the Centralists.    Elsewhere, Czech nationalists   adopted   a  rather  expectant  attitude,   restricting   their activities to demonstrations of solidarity.    The exiled leaders of the Czech national movement hoped for an Allied victory, and for the establishment of a bourgeois-nationalist government with Allied help, rather than for an all-Austrian workers' revolution begun in sympathy with the Soviet.   Among the Czech nationalist leaders at home, the fear of German troops occupying Bohemia in view of the evident inability of the Austrian government to deal with a revolutionary movement seems to have played the decisive role.    None of these arguments was very convincing from the point of view of consistent Socialist revolutionaries.    Certainly revolutionary action had its  chances   of success.    The Government had to make important concessions to enable the Viennese leaders to call off the strike, and not only was it continued afterwards for a few days by the majority of the Viennese workers, against the advice of both right-wing and left-wing leaders, but most Czech centres began to strike, and the Gattaro Fleet mutiny followed within a few weeks.    But Bauer and the bulk of the Left were evidently convinced that the lead in the coming events would belong to the nationalists, not to the Socialists.    On January 20, 1918, the day when the Viennese Workers' Council had to decide whether to accept the , concessions of the government or to advance from strike to revolution, the German-Austrian Left agreed with the Czech Centralist Socialists, and with some Polish and Slovene Socialist representatives, to take the former course as regards the strike, but to accept tie declaration of the Left of October 1917 * as the basis of future action.2   This further action never developed.
* See above, pp. 239-40.
* Bauer, op. cit, (1923), pp. 66 ff.   The joint left platform of January 20, reprinted p. 67, mentions, indeed, the prospect of the Austro-Germans joining " one united democratic German Commonwealth".   The agreement of the Czech, etc., participants in that declaration was evidently intended as a mutual agreement for 'the complete, peaceful^ dissolution of the linW hitherto connecting the peoples of tile Monarchy.   Certainly non-German Socialists, at that stage, began to orientate towards such prospects.   As-regards tjie German-Austrian Socialists, Bauer's personal position must not be mistaken for that of all his group,* and even less for that of all his party.   Immediately after the passage quoted Bauer himself explains that the parliamentary faction was only won over in October, 1918, to a policy looking beyond the traditional political framework, and that the Vienna workers, highly suspicious of the Prussians as they were, were won over to the Anschluss only after the German revolution of November 9, 1918.
* Sec note 4 on page 341,